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Abstract-High-pressure
and high-temperature
experiments on mantle minerals and rocks have provided basic knowledge for the understanding of the mineralogical constitution of the Earth's mantle. It
is generally understood that the Earth's upper mantle consists of olivine, orthopyroxene, clinopyroxene,
and garnet. The olivine-wadsleyite
(01-/3) transition at about 13.5 GPa marks the beginning of the
transition zone. At upper mantle and transition zone pressures, the pyroxene component gradually
dissolves into the garnet structure, resulting in the completion of the pyroxene-majorite transformation
at about 15.5 GPa. High CaO content in majorite is energetically unfavorable at high pressure, leading
to the formation of CaSi03 perovskite at pressures greater than 20 GPa. The sharp transformation from
silicate spinel to ferromagnesian silicate perovskite and magnesiowtistite at about 24 GPa divides the
lower mantle from the transition zone. Because most of the AI203 resides in majorite at transition zone
pressures, the transformation from majorite to an AI-bearing orthorhombic perovskite completes at a
pressure higher than that of the posts pinel transformation. The lower mantle consists of orthorhombic
perovskite, magnesiowustite, and CaSi03 perovskite for a pyrolite model. As part of the mantle system,
mid-ocean ridge basalt (MORB) generated at the mid-ocean ridge and subducted in the subduction zone.
Phase transformations in basalt play an important role in mantle dynamics, particularly related to the
subducted slab. Because basalt has high .Al and Si content, the transformation to a perovskitite lithology
in basalt occurs at about 27 GPa, with an assemblage of AI-bearing orthorhombic perovskite, CaSi03
perovskite, stishovite, and AI-phase.
INTRODUCTION

IT HASlong been recognized that high-pressure phase
transformations in the rock-forming minerals, particularly in olivine, may be correlated to the observed
seismic velocity discontinuities in the Earth's mantle
(e.g., BERNAL,1936; BIRCH,1952; RINGWOOD,1958).
A definitive proof for such correlations has to rely on
experimental results on minerals such as olivine,
pyroxene, and garnet, at high pressures and temperatures. Prior to 1966, simultaneous high-pressure and
high-temperature experiments were limited to a maximum pressure of about 10 GPa, corresponding to a
depth of about 300 km in the Earth's mantle. Therefore, the physical conditions of the transition zone,
starting at a depth of 400 km, were not able to be
simulated in the laboratory. Phase transformations in
the Mg-rich region of (Mg,Fe)2Si04 olivine, a predominate phase in the upper mantle, could not be
directly observed at high pressures. However, experimental results on olivine-spinel transformations in
analog systems such as germanates and Ni-, Co-, and
Fe-olivines strongly suggested that phase transformation in MgzSi04 olivine should occur at about 13
GPa (e.g., RINGWOODand SEABROOK,1962). In 1966,
technical breakthrough in achieving higher pressures
at high temperature finally made it possible to synthesize high-pressure polymorphs of Mg2Si04 (RINGWOODand MAJOR, 1966; AKIMOTOand IDA, 1966).
Since then, numerous experiments have been conducted in the system Mg2Si04-Fe2Si04 to refine the
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olivine-wads1eyite-spinel (a-{3-y) transition boundaries (e.g., RINGWOOD
and MAJOR,1970; SUITO,1972,
1977; KAWADA, 1977; OHTANI, 1979; FUKIZAWA,
1982; SAWAMOTO,1986; KATSURAand ITO, 1989;
MORISHIMAet al., 1994), including new reversal experimental data on the a-{3 transition in the system
Mg2Si04-FezSi04 presented in this paper. It is generally believed that the a-{3 transition is, at least
partially, responsible for the observed 410-km seismic velocity discontinuity in the mantle. The remaining arguments on the nature of the 410-km discontinuity are more or less centered on the details of the
match between high-pressure data and the seismic
observations. The olivine fraction of the mantle (LI et
al., 1998; ZHA et al., 1997, 1998) and the sharpness
of the transition (e.g., FEI and BERTKA, 1996;
STIXRUDE,1997; IRIFUNEand ISSHIKI,1998) are two
examples of such arguments.
The 660-km discontinuity divides the mantle between the transition zone and the lower mantle. It was
suggested that dissociation of ferromagnesian silicate
spinel at pressures greater than 20 GPa may be responsible for this discontinuity (e.g., RINGWOOD,
1962b). The ultimate proof of the dissociation of
spinel to a denser mineral assemblage came from the
synthesis of orthorhombic ferro magnesian silicate
perovskite in a laser-heated diamond-anvil cell (LIU,
1974, 1975, 1976). Subsequently, the phase relations
in the systems Mg2Si04-FezSi04
and MgSi03FeSi03 were studied at pressures between 15 and 70
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GPa using the laser-heated diamond-anvil cell technique (YAGI et al., 1979). The postspinel transformation boundaries in the Mg-rich region of the system
MgzSi04-FezSi04 were further refined using a multianvil high-pressure apparatus (ITO and TAKAHASHI,
1989).
Driven by questions concerning the nature of the
seismic velocity discontinuities and the mineralogical
constitution of the Earth's mantle, experimentalists
have developed and improved various high-pressure
devices to simulate the pressure-temperature conditions in the deep interior of the Earth, notably the
piston-cylinder apparatus and the multi-anvil device
for mantle phase equilibrium study, and the diamondanvil cell for measurements of physical properties of
mantle minerals at high pressures. Pressures up to 27
GPa (corresponding to about 750 km in depth) can be
routinely achieved in the multi-anvil apparatus with
accurate temperature measurements up to 2500°C
(e.g., ITO and KATSURA,1992; BERTKAand FEI, 1997;
HIROSE et al., 1999). A large database on phase
equilibria for mantle minerals and model mantle
composition systems has been accumulated over the
last four decades. In this paper, we briefly review the
high-pressure techniques commonly used for phase
equilibrium study and summarize high-pressure experimental results in chemical systems related to the
mantle, including Si02, MgzSi04, Fe2Si04, MgSi03,
FeSi03, Mg3A12Si3012' Fe3A12Si3012' CaSi03, and
CaMgSi206. We also present new reversal experimental data on the a-{3 transition in the system
Mg2Si04-Fe2Si04,
acquired using a newly developed multi-cell sample chamber technique in the
multi-anvil apparatus. Finally, we review experimental results on mantle peridotite compositions and
high-pressure phase transformations in systems related to the subducted oceanic lithosphere.
HIGH-PRESSURE EXPERIMENTAL
TECHNIQUES
There are three popularly used high-pressure devices for
obtaining mantle phase equilibrium data, the piston-cylinder
apparatus (up to 4 GPa), the multi-anvil apparatus (up to 27
GPa), and the diamond-anvil cell (up to at least 136 GPa,
the core-mantle boundary pressure). Each apparatus has its
own advantages and unique applications. The piston-cylinder apparatus (BOYD and ENGLAND1960) provides accurate
pressure measurements on a force-per-area basis especially
using a low-friction NaCI cell assembly (MIRWALDet al.,
1975; MlRWALDand MASSONNE,1980; BOHLENand BOETTCHER,1982). It has been extensively used for phase equilibrium measurements under crustal and upper mantle conditions (up to about 130 km in depth). For example, BOYD
and ENGLAND(1964) determined the Alz03 content of orthopyroxene coexisting with garnet as a function of pressure
and temperature. Subsequently, a number of experimental
studies on solubility of AI203 in orthopyroxene were carried

out in systems approaching peridotitic compositions (e.g.,
BOYD, 1973; MACGREGOR,1974; WOOD and BANNO, 1973;
WOOD, 1974; HARLEY1984; LEE and GANGULY1988). The
experimentally
established geobarometers
and geothermometers were crucial for constructing the history of mantle-derived garnet peridotites and played an important role
in understanding the Earth's upper mantle. The success of
applying geobarometers and geothermometers
to mantlederived rocks stimulated the field of experimental petrology. Piston-cylinder apparatus became standard equipment
in experimental petrology laboratories.
The multi-anvil apparatus was designed to achieve pres>
sures beyond the piston-cylinder range so that phase equilibrium measurements could be made under transition zone
and lower mantle conditions (up to about 750 km in depth
with tungsten carbide anvils). The laser-heated diamondanvil cell technique is capable of achieving pressure-temperature conditions equivalent to that of the entire mantle,
but it suffers from large temperature gradients, small sample
size, and achieving equilibrium. In recent years, significant
improvements in diamond cell laser-heating techniques
have been made, especially in reducing the temperature
gradient over a relatively large heating spot (30µ,m) (SHEN
et al., 1996; MAO et al., 1998). Potentially these improvements could revolutionize high-pressure experimental petrology. Our focus in this paper will be a discussion of the
multi-anvil apparatus.
New experimental
results on the olivine-wadsleyite
(0I-f3) transition in mantle compositions and phase relations
in basaltic composition reported here were obtained using a
multi-anvil apparatus at the Geophysical Laboratory. The
apparatus consists of a retaining ring which houses six
removable push wedges. The wedges transmit the uniaxial
compressive force of the hydraulic ram onto the faces of a
cube that is assembled from eight separate tungsten carbide
cubes. Each of the eight tungsten carbide cubes has a
truncated corner that rests against the face of an MgO
octahedral pressure medium. The truncated cubes, which
converge on the octahedron, are separated from one another
by compressible pyrophyllite gaskets. Sample material is
placed inside a furnace assembly that fits into a hole in the
center of the octahedron (BERTKAand FEl, 1997). Two cell
assemblies, 10/5 and 8/3 (octahedron edge length/truncated
edge lengths), were used in this study. Rhenium foil
(0.0025" thick) heaters with LaCr03 insulator sleeves were
used with the 8/3 assembly which is capable of generating
a maximum pressure of 27 GPa and temperatures greater
than 2500°C. Pressures at room temperature for both were
calibrated using transitions in Bi at 2.55 GPa (I-II), and 7.7
GPa (III-V), in ZnS at 15.5 GPa (BLOCK, 1978), and in GaP
at 23 GPa (DUNN and BUNDY, 1977). Temperature effect on
the pressure calibration was evaluated by using phase transition boundaries in SiOz, Fe2Si04, CaGe03, MgSi03, and
Mg2Si04 as fixed high-temperature calibration points. Figure 1 shows the pressure calibration curves for the 8/3
assembly. Detailed pressure calibration at high temperatures
showed significant temperature effect on the calibration
(BERTKA and FEl, 1997; FROST and FEl, 1998; FEl and
HIROSE, 1997). We found that the calibration curves at
1400°C and at 1000°C are the most and the least efficient
ones, respectively. The effect of temperature on the pressure
calibration can be qualitatively understood as the trade-off
between material relaxation and thermal pressure at high
temperature. The decrease in the efficiency of the pressure
generation between room temperature and 1000°C is largely
due to material relaxation. Between 1000°C and 1400°C,
the thermal pressure becomes more important, resulting in
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an increase in efficiency. The relaxation becomes a competing factor again at higher temperature (> 1400°C) because of the decrease of material strength at very high
temperature. The effect of relaxation and thermal pressure
on pressure calibration as a function of temperature is
illustrated in Fig. 2.
Sample temperature was measured with a W5%ReW26%Re (Type C) thermocouple. Thermocouple placement in the sample chamber was axially for all the assemblies. The hot junction of the thermocouple is in direct
contact with the sample container, even for our smallest
assembly (8/3). Temperature gradients in cylindrical furnace assemblies commonly used with 10/5 and 8/3 octahedra are extensive, > 100°C/mm (GASPARlK, 1989). We reduced the sample temperature gradients by reducing the
length of the sample container to about 0.5 mm for the 10/5
and 8/3 assemblies. Pyroxene thermometry experiments
performed with the 8/3 assembly indicated that the temperature gradient across the sample length is <40°C (BERTKA
and FE!, 1997).
For the 10/5 assembly, we have developed a multi-cell
sample chamber technique for high-precision experiments
in the multi-anvil apparatus. Figure 3 shows the experimental configuration. The sample assembly consists of two
250-µ,m thick metal (molybdenum or rhenium) disks separated by rhenium foils. At least seven 250-µ,m diameter
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FIG. 2. Effect of relaxation and thermal pressure on pressure calibration as a function of temperature for an 8/3
assembly.

holes were drilled in each 1.5-mm diameter disk. Using this
technique, starting materials with appropriate compositions
loaded in the 250 X 250µ,m sample cells were taken to
identical high pressure and temperature conditions. In this
manner compositional effect on phase transformations can
be precisely determined. Reversal experiments can also be
designed by loading two disks, one of which contains presynthesized high-pressure phase assemblages.

Si02 Polymorphs and Phase Relations
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FIG. 1. Representative
pressure calibration curves at
1200, 1400, and 1750°C for a 1000-ton hydraulic press
(dashed curves) (BERTKA and FEl, 1997; FROST and FEl,
1998) and at 1750°C for a 1500-ton hydraulic press (solid
curve) (HIROSE et al., 1999). Selected maximum AI203
solubilities (numbers in mole%) in orthorhombic perovskite
were also plotted on the calibration curve (crosses). Stars
indicate room-temperature
calibration points for Bi, ZnS,
and GaP.

The polymorphism of Si02 at high pressure and
temperature has been of great interest to petrologists
and geophysicists because it can be used to indicate
the deep origin of host minerals and rocks and to
measure pressure generation in high-pressure apparatus. Quartz is a common crustal mineral and transforms to its high-pressure polymorph, coesite (COES,
1953), at high pressure (~3 GPa). Coesite further
transforms to stishovite, a six-coordinated rutile form
of silica, at higher pressure (~9 GPa) (STISHOVand
POPOVA,1961). In situ X-ray diffraction and Raman
spectroscopic measurements (TSUCHIDAand Y AGI,
1989; KINGMAet al., 1995) revealed that stishovite
transforms to a non-quenchable denser CaClz-type
structure at about 50 GPa. Other possible post-stishovite phases at much higher pressures have also been
proposed (e.g., COHEN, 1992; TSE and MUG, 1992;
DUBROVINSKY
et al., 1997; TETERet al., 1998).
The quartz-coesite and coesite-stishovite transitions have been frequently used as pressure calibration standards for high-pressure
apparatus. The
quartz-coesite transition is one of the most studied
high-pressure transitions in piston-cylinder apparatus
in which pressures were measured on a forceper-area basis (e.g., BOYD, 1964; KrTAHARAand
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FIG. 3. Experimental configuration of a multi-cell technique in the multi-anvil apparatus. Sample
chamber consists of two 250-µ,m in thickness and 1.5-mm in diameter molybdenum disks separated by
rhenium foils, loaded into a 10/5 assembly (BERTKA and PEl, 1997). The polished sections of the
molybdenum disks (bottom) shows the 250-µ,m diameter sample cells in which different starting
materials were loaded to be subjected to the same pressure and temperature conditions.

KENNEDY,1964; AKELLA,1979; MIRWALDand MASSONNE,1980; BOHLENand BOETTCHER,1982). Figure
4 shows the experimentally determined phase diagram of Si02 at high pressure and temperature. The
o-quartz-coesite phase boundary was determined by
BOHLENand BOETTCHER
(1982), with numerous tight
reversals between 350°C and lOOO°C. This boundary
has been widely used for pressure calibration. Extrapolating the boundary to high temperature, it intersects with the a-{3 quartz transition boundary at
3.21 GPa and 132TC. Using the quartz-coesite
boundary determined by MIRWALDand MASSONNE
(1980), the a-{3-quartz-coesite triple point is located
at 3.44 GPa and 1380°C. The discrepancy may arise
from the correction for friction in the piston-cylinder
apparatus.
High-pressure devices such as the multi-anvil apparatus and the diamond-anvil cell are capable of

generating much higher pressure than the pistoncylinder apparatus, but the pressures cannot be measured on a force-per-area basis. The coesite-stishovite
transition boundary has been commonly used for
pressure calibration at high temperature in the multianvil apparatus. Accurate determination
of this
boundary is crucial for establishing a pressure scale
at high temperature. In situ X-ray diffraction measurements of this boundary at temperatures between
500°C and 1100°C were first carried out by YAGIand
AKIMOTO(1976). Recent in situ measurements at
temperatures between 950°C and 1530°C (ZHANGet
al., 1996) indicated that the dP/dT slope of the transition is much larger than that of Y AGIand AKIMOTO
(1976). New calorimetric data on coesite and stishovite and thermodynamic calculations (AKAOGIet al.,
1995; Lru et al., 1996) support the new phase equilibrium data (Fig. 4).
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tion of the phase boundaries by different investigators, especially in earlier studies, were largely due to
different pressure scale at high temperatures. Re14
cently in situ X-ray diffraction measurements of the
olivine-wadsleyite (a-f3) transition boundary (MOR1 2 rStishovite
ISHIMAet al., 1994) showed that the transition pressure is consistent with that of KATSURAand ITO
10
(1989) at 1600°C, but it is about 0.5 GPa lower than
~
that of KATSURAand ITO (1989) at 1l00°C. Figure 5
~ 8
shows the phase diagram of Mg2Si04 at high presI/)
CI)
sure and temperature based on the most recent exCoesite
Q. 6
perimental results.
The wadsleyite-spinel ({3-y) transition boundary
4
determined by KATSURAand ITO (1989) has been
widely used as a pressure calibration point at high
Liquid
temperature for multi-anvil apparatus. The exact location of this boundary is less certain because no in
situ measurements have been made so far. However,
o~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
existing experimental results by the quenching
400
800 1200 1600 2000 2400 2800 3200
method (SUITO, 1977; SAWAMOTO,1986; KATSURA
Temperature CC)
and ITO, 1989) are generally consistent.
FIG. 4. Phase diagram of Si02 at high pressure and
Mg2Si04-spinel decomposes into MgSi03-perovstemperature. Data sources for solid phase transitions are
kite and MgO-periclase at lower mantle pressures.
MlRWALDand MASSONNE(1980), BOHLENand BOETTCHER
ITO and TAKAHASHI(1989) determined the spinel =
(1982), and ZHANG et al. (1996). Melting curves are from
perovskite + periclase transformation boundary by
JACKSON(1976), KANZAKI(1990), and ZHANGet al. (1993).
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Coesite (or retrograde quartz) has been found in
ultra high-pressure metamorphic rocks (e.g., LIOU
and ZHANG,1996; ZHANGet al., 1996) and as mineral
inclusion in eclogitic diamonds (e.g., GURNEY,1989;
MEYER, 1987; MEYER et al., 1995; SOBOLEVet al.,
1995, 1998). The occurrences of coesite in metamorphic rocks indicate that the host rocks were subjected
to pressures equivalent to depths of at least 80-100
km. Stishovite has never been found in metamorphic
or igneous rocks except in shocked rocks and meteorites. Its formation requires the origin of host rock to
be deeper than 300 km, implying that no silicasaturated mantle rocks have been brought to the
surface from a depth greater than 300 km.
Mg2Si04
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and Phase Relations

Olivine is one of the major constituents of mantlederived rocks. Its high-pressure polymorphism has
been extensively studied because of its connection to
the 410-km and 660-km seismic velocity discontinuities. The phase relations for the three Mg2Si04 polymorphs (olivine, (3-phase or wadsleyite, and spinel or
ringwoodite) have been experimentally investigated
by RINGWOOD
and MAJOR(1970), SUITO(1972, 1977),
KAWADA(1977), OHTANI(1979), FuKlZAWA(1982),
SAWAMOTO(1986), KATSURAand ITO (1989), and
MORISHIMAet al. (1994). Discrepancies in the loca-
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FIG. 5. Phase diagram of Mg2Si04 at high pressure and
temperature. Data sources for solid phase transformations
are KATsuRA and ITo (1989) and ITo and TAKAHASHI
(1989). Melting curves are from DAVISand ENGLAND(1964)
and PRESNALLand WALTER(1993).
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the quenching technique. The pressure calibration for
determining the boundary was based on a phase
transition in GaP at 23 GPa and room temperature,
and other phase transitions at lower pressures « 21
GPa). Temperature effect on the pressure calibration
was corrected on the basis of previously determined
phase boundaries such as the a-B and (3-y transitions. The consistency and accuracy of such pressure
calibrations need to be further verified by in situ
measurements. However, until reliable in situ measurements become available, the boundary reported
by ITO and TAKAHASHI(1989) serves as a reference
for inter-laboratory comparison of the high-temperature pressure scale between 22 GPa and 25 GPa.
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Fe2Si04, unlike Mg2Si04, directly transforms
from olivine (a) to spinel (y) at high pressure. The
transition has been experimentally studied using the
quench technique (AKIMOTOet al., 1965, 1967) and in
situ X-ray diffraction (INOUE,1975; SUNGand BURNS,
1976; FURNISHand BASSETT,1983; YAGIet al., 1987).
YAGIet al. (1987) accurately determined the equilibrium phase boundary between 1073 and 1473 K
using synchrotron X radiation. The transition pressures are defined by P(GPa) = 2.75 + 0.0025T(OC).
y-Fe2Si04 dissociates to Fe.O (wiistite) and Si02
(stishovite) at higher pressure. KATSURAet al. (1998)
showed that the post-spinel transition in FezSi04
occurs at 17.3 GPa with no apparent temperature
dependence. Figure 6 shows the phase diagram of
Fe2Si04 at high pressure and temperature.

The olivine-wadsleyite-spinel
(a-{3-y) transitions
in the MgzSi04-Fe2Si04 system have been investigated by KATSURAand ITO (1989) in the Mg-rich
region and by AKIMOTO(1987) in the Fe-rich region.
Because wadsleyite in Fe2Si04 is not stable, the
(Mg,Fe)2Si04 wadsleyite solid solution does not extend into the Fe-rich region. The maximum FeO
solubility in the wadsleyite structure is about 28
mole% at 1600°C (KATSURAand ITO, 1989). Therefore, the transition sequence is from olivine to wadsleyite and to spinel in the Mg-rich region with
increasing pressure, whereas the sequence is from
olivine directly to spinel in the Fe-rich region. The
a-{3 transition in the Mg-rich region has been studied
in detail at 1200°C and 1600°C (KATSURAand ITO,
1989) because this transition may be responsible for
the observed 41O-km seismic velocity discontinuity
in the Earth's mantle. Precise determination of the
a-{3 transition boundaries is difficult because a and {3

2

Olivine (a)

Temperature CC)
FIG. 6. Phase diagram of Fe2Si04 at high pressure and
temperature. Data sources for solid phase transformations
are YAGIet al. (1987) and KATSURA
et al. (1998). Melting
curves are from AKlMOTO
et al. (1967) and OHTANl(1979).

phases coexist within a 2 GPa pressure interval,
whereas the uncertainty in pressure determination in
the multi-anvil experiments is about ±0.5 GPa. Using the multi-cell sample chamber technique discussed above, we are able to determine the a + {3
two-phase loop precisely.
We conducted multi-anvil experiments in the
Mg2Si04-Fe2Si04 system at 1400°C. Run duration for
all experiments was 20 hours. In order to determine the
a-B transition boundaries precisely, we needed to (1)
determine the compositions of the coexisting a and {3
phases at given pressure and temperature accurately, (2)
establish a reliable and reproducible pressure calibration
scale, and (3) obtain reversal points. Figure 7 shows the
experimental results at 13.45 GPa and 1400°C. We
loaded eight (Mg,Fe)zSi04 olivine starting materials,
with compositions ranging from (Mgo.92Feo.os)zSi04 to
(Mgo.78Feo.22)2Si04 (at 2 mole % Fe2Si04 intervals),
into separate sample cells in a single run. Upon quenching from 13.45 GPa and 1400°C, the starting materials with compositions from (Mgo.92Feo.os)2Si04 to
(Mgo.9oFeo.IOhSi04 remained as a single a phase,
whereas the starting materials with compositions
from (Mgo.soFeo.20hSi04 to (Mgo.78Feo.22hSi04 transformed into the high-pressure {3phase. Two coexisting
a and {3phases were observed in compositions between
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FIG. 7. The olivine-wadsleyite (0I-f3) transition in the system Mg2Si04-Fe2Si04
at 13.45 GPa and 14000C.
Eight olivine samples with different compositions were loaded into separate sample cells in a single run.
Single 01 phase was observed for F092 and F090 (open squares), whereas single f3 phase was observed for
F080 and F078 (solid squares). The half-filled symbols show the field where the 01 and f3 phases coexist.

(Mgo.90Feo.lOhSi04 and (Mgo.soFeo.zo)2Si04' Therefore, the transition boundary between single a
phase and the a+ {3 two-phase region was defined
by a composition
between (Mgo.90Feo.1O)2Si04
and (Mgo.88Feo.12)2Si04' whereas the boundary
between single {3 phase and the a + {3 two-phase
region was defined by a composition between
(Mgo.82Feo.18)2Si04 and (Mgo.8oFeo.20hSi04' Phase
modal abundances indicate that the a-a + {3 boundary
is closer to (MgO.90Feo.1O)2Si04 composition than
(Mgo.88Feo.12hSi04 composition, and the a+ {3-{3
boundary is closer to (Mgo.80Fe0.2ohSi04 composition than (Mg082Feo.18)2Si04 composition. Microprobe analyses of the four samples with coexisting a
and f3 phases showed that the average compositions
(Fe/[Fe + Mg] ratios) of the coexisting a and {3 phases
were 0.106±0.005
and 0.193±0.006,
respectively.
Using this method, we have determined compositions
of the coexisting a and (3 phases at three different
pressures, as listed in Table 1 and shown in Fig. 8.
Sample pressures in the multi-anvil experiments
were determined from calibration curves established
by calibrating oil pressure of the hydraulic press
against fixed pressure calibration points. The precision of pressure determination relies on the reproducibility of the runs which is directly related to consistency of assembly preparation. Because the assembly

for the multi-cell sample chamber is made to be
identical as possible, the reproducibility of pressure
for this assembly should be very good. Our experi-

Table 1. Compositions of the
coexisting a and f3 phases at different
pressures and 1400 °C.
P, GPa
14.7
14.3
13.9
13.45
13.35
13.35*
13.0
12.9
12.9*

x,:
0.000
0.065(4)
0.106(5)
0.118(5)
0.111(4)
0.149(5)
0.160(2)
0.154(3)

Xp/
0.000
0.120(4)
0.193(6)
0.212(3)
0.216(5)
0.283(2)
0.293(3)
0.289(3)

*Reversal
experiments.
Values
in
parentheses represent the standard deviation
in the last digits
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FIG. 8. Experimentally determined olivine-wadsleyite
(0I-{3) transition boundaries in the system
Mg2Si04-Fe2Si04
at 1400°C, with reversal points. The open and solid triangles represent the compositions of the coexisting 01 and f3, respectively, when olivine solid solutions were used as the starting
materials, whereas the reversed open and solid triangles represent the compositions of the coexisting f3
and 01, respectively, when pre-synthesized wadsleyite solid solutions were used as the starting materials.

mental results confirmed the consistency in pressure
calibration. Using an established calibration curve
(Fig. 9), we determined the pressures for three ex-
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FIG. 9. Pressure calibration curve for the 10/5 assembly,
used for determining the olivine-wadsleyite (01-/3) transition
boundaries in the system Mg2Si04-Fe2Si04·
Crosses represent the coesite-stishovite transition in Si02 and the 0I-f3
transition in Mg2Si04. Open squares correlate to the pressures in Fig. 8.

periments at oil pressures of 500, 525, and 555 bars
to be 13, 13.45, and 13.9 GPa, respectively. The
compositions of a and {3 phases for these three experiments vary linearly with pressure and the two
lines intersect at 14.6 GPa and Mg2Si04 composition
(Fig. 8). The intersected point marks the a-{3 transition in Mg2Si04, which is consistent with the transition boundary determined by KATSURA and ITO
(1989).
Reversal experiments were performed at 12.9 and
13.35 GPa, using pre-synthesized
wadsleyite ({3phase) solid solutions as the starting materials. For
the reversal experiment at 12.9 GPa, we first
quenched a multi-cell sample disk from 14.2 GPa
and 1400°C and confirmed by Raman measurements that each of the (MgO.90Feo.1O)zSi04'
(Mgo.ggFeo.12)zSi04' and (MgO.84Feo.16)zSi04 starting materials transformed into {3-phase. We then reloaded this sample disk together with another disk
containing olivine starting materials into a new assembly for the reversal experiment at 12.9 GPa. The
compositions (Fe/[Fe+ Mg] ratios) of the coexisting
a phase are 0.118 and 0.111, respectively, using a
and {3 phases as the starting materials, whereas the
compositions of the coexisting {3 phase are 0.212 and
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0.216, respectively (Table 1 and Fig. 8). A similar
procedure was used for the reversal experiment at
13.35 GPa and the results are shown in Table 1.
The wadsleyite-spinel ({3-y) transition boundaries
in the Mg2Si04-Fe2Si04
system at 1200°C and
1600°C have been determined by KATSURAand ITO
(1989). At higher pressures, spinel breaks down into
silicate perovskite plus magnesiowiistite in the Mgrich region and into magnesiowiistite plus stishovite
in the Fe-rich region. The transformation from spinel
to a perovskite assemblage is believed to be responsible for the 660-km seismic discontinuity and its
boundaries have been determined in the Mg-rich region at 1l00°C and 1600°C (ITO and TAKAHASHI,
1989). Recently AKAOGIet al. (1998) determined the
postspinel transformation in the Fe-rich region at
1600°C. The phase diagram of postspinel transformations over an entire composition range in the
Mg2Si04-Fe2Si04
system at 1600°C is shown in
Fig. 10.
(Mg,Fe)Si03 perovskite forms limited solid solution which does not extend into the Fe-rich region.
The maximum solubility of FeSi03 in the perovskite
structure is defined by the reaction (Mg,Fe)Si03 (pv)
= (Mg,Fe)O (mw) + Si02 (st). Recent experimental
results showed that the maximum solubility of FeSi03 in the perovskite is a function of temperature
and pressure (FEl et al., 1996; MAO et al., 1997). It
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increases from 0.05 at 1000°C to 0.12 at 1750°C at
26 GPa, obtained by using the multi-anvil apparatus
(FEI et al., 1996). Laser-heated diamond cell experiments up to 55 GPa (MAO et al., 1997) demonstrated
that the maximum FeSi03 solubility increases rapidly
with increasing pressure. About 28 mole % FeSi03
can be dissolved into the perovskite structure at 50
GPa and 1600°C.

MgSiO

3

Polymorphs and Phase Relations

There are at least six MgSi03 polymorphs (protoenstatite, orthoenstatite, clinoenstatite, non-cubic
garnet, ilmenite and perovskite). Orthoenstatite transforms to a high-pressure clinoenstatite at about 8.1
GPa and 1000°C with a positive dP/dT slope of
0.0031 GPai°C (PACALOand GASPARIK,1990). With
increasing pressure, the high-pressure clinoenstatite
transforms into a two-phase (wadsleyite + stishovite
or spinel + stishovite) region which separates the
phase fields of pyroxene and ilmenite in polymorphic
transitions. At temperatures higher than 1700°C, pyroxene directly transforms to a tetragonal garnet
phase (majorite) at about 17 GPa (SAWAMOTO,1987).
The ilmenite-perovskite transition occurs at 24.3 GPa
and 1000°C with a negative dP/dT slope of -0.0025
GPai°C (ITO and TAKAHASHI,1989). The transition
boundary [P(GPa) = 26.8 - 0.0025T(°C)] has been
commonly used as a pressure calibration standard at
high temperature. The majorite-perovskite transition
boundary has not been well determined because of its
extremely high temperature conditions (>2000°C).
Thermodynamic calculations showed that the boundary has a positive dP/dT slope (YUSA et al., 1993).
Recent experimental results on the majorite-perovskite transition in AI-bearing system also indicated a
positive dP/dT slope of the transition (FEl and HIROSE,1997). Figure 11 summarizes experimental results on phase relations in MgSi03 at high pressure
and temperature.

12
11
10

T=1600 °C
0.25

0.50

0.75

XFe
FIG. 10. Phase diagram in the system MgzSi04-Fe2Si04
at 1600°C. Data sources are KATSURA
and ITO (1989), ITo
and TAKAHASHI
(1989), FEl et al. (1991), and AKAOGlet al.
(1998).

Pyrope (Mg3AlzSi30n)
transforms to ilmenite
structure at about 24 GPa and 1000°C (KANZAKI,
1987). At higher temperatures, Mg3AI2Si3012-ilmenite is not stable and pyrope breaks down into AIbearing silicate perovskite plus corundum at about 26
GPa (IRIFUNEet al., 1996; FEl and HIROSE, 1997).
With increasing pressure, the AI203 solubility in
perovskite increases. Orthorhombic perovskite with
pyrope composition ultimately forms at about 37 GPa
(ITO et al., 1998).
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Perovskite

5

Orthoenstatite
Liquid

temperatures (> ~ 1650°C). Figure 12 shows the
phase relations in the system MgSi03-Mg3A12Si3012
at 1500°C and 1900°C.
The majorite-perovskite transformation in the system MgSi03-Mg3A12Si3012 has been studied at temperatures between 1000°C and 2000°C (KANZAKI,
1987; IRIFUNEet al., 1996; FEI and HIROSE, 1997).
The phase relations between 16 GPa and 27 GPa
change dramatically as a function of temperature
because of complex phase relations in the MgSi03
end-member. The (Mg,AI)(AI,Si)03 ilmenite solid
solution extends to Mg3Al2Si3012 composition at
1000°C (KANZAKI,1987). Its stability shrinks rapidly
with increasing temperature, whereas the stability
field of the majorite solid solution expands, resulting
in coexistence of majorite and AI-bearing perovskite.
At about 26.5 GPa, pyrope transforms to AI-bearing
perovskite and corundum. The solubility of Al203 in
the perovskite structure, defining the complete transformation of majorite to perovskite, significantly increases with pressure from 1.4 mole% at 23 GPa to
13 mole% at 27 GPa at a temperature of 1750°C (FEI
and HIROSE,1997). FEI and HIROSE(1997) also found
that the solubility of AI203 in perovskite coexisting

o~~--~==~~~~~~~~
700

1200

2200

1700

Temperature

CC)

FIG. 11. Phase diagram of MgSi03 at high pressure and
temperature. Data sources for solid phase transformations
are SAWAMOTO(1987), PACALOand GASPARlK(1990), and
ITO and TAKAHASHI(1989). Melting curves are from BOYD
et al. (1964) and PRESNALLand GASPARlK(1990).
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Phase Relations in the System
MgSiO 3-Mgfil2Si 30 12
Chemical analyses of mantle-derived garnet peridotites and high-pressure experimental results in the
enstatite-pyrope
system indicated that substantial
amount of Al203 could be dissolved into orthopyroxene coexisting with garnet (e.g., BoYD, 1973). The
Al203 solubility in orthopyroxene is strongly dependent on pressure and temperature, which forms the
basis for pyroxene geobarometers and geothermometers. Extensive experimental studies on the solubility of AI203 in orthopyroxene were carried out at
pressures between 2 GPa and 4 GPa in the pistoncylinder apparatus in order to establish an accurate
geobarometer for constructing the history of mantlederived garnet peridotites
(e.g., BoYD, 1973;
MACGREGOR,1974; WOOD and BANNO,1973; WOOD,
1974; HARLEY,1984; LEE and GANGULY,1988). At
higher pressures, the solubility of enstatite (MgSi03)
in pyrope (Mg3AI2Si3012) increases (AKAOGI and
AKIMOTO,1977; KANZAKI,1987; AKAOGIet al., 1987;
GASPARIK,1992) and the stability field of majorite
solid solution expands with increasing temperature
because of the formation of MgSi03-majorite at high

~

::J
(J)

~
,__ 12
c, 10

px-rna]

8

--1500T
---1900°C
o~~~~~~--L-~-L~~

0.0

Mg4Si4012

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

Mg3AI2Si3012

FIG. 12. Phase relations in the system MgSiOr
Mg3Al2Si3012 at 1500°C (solid lines) and 1900°C (dashed
lines). Data sources are AKAOGI et al. (1987), GASPARIK
(1992), IRlFUNEet al. (1996), and FEl and HIROSE (1997).
px, pyroxene; ilm, ilmenite; wa, wadsleyite; st, stishovite;
pv, perovskite; cor, corundum; and maj, majorite.
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with majorite decreases with increasing temperature,
indicating that the majorite-perovskite transformation
has a positive pressure-temperature
slope. On the
other hand, IRIFUNEet al. (1996) reported that the
solubility of AI203 in perovskite coexisting with corundum increasing with increasing temperature,
implying the Mg3Al2Si301z-perovskite
formation
boundary has a negative pressure-temperature slope.
The combination of these two studies indicates that
the perovskite-majorite-corundum
univariant line
shifts to higher pressure at higher temperature
(Fig. 12).
Phase Transformations in FeSi03, Fe3A12Si3012'
CaSi03, and CaMgSi206
In the FeSi03 system, perovskite, rnajonte and
ilmenite are not stable. Ferrosillite (FeSi03) transforms to spinel (Fe2Si04) plus stishovite (Si02) at
about 10 GPa (AKIMOTOand SYONO,1970), and further dissociate to wiistite (Fe.O) plus stishovite at
17.3 GPa (KATSURAet al., 1998). Phase relations in
the system MgSi03-FeSi03 consist of the pyroxenespinel-stishovite loop and the spinel-magnesiowiistite-stishovite loop in the Fe-rich region, whereas
phase relations are very complex in the Mg-rich
region because of complex phase relations in the
MgSi03 at high pressures and temperatures. There
are limited experimental data that show the stability
fields of (Mg,Fe)Si03 ilmenite and majorite (ITO and
YAMADA,1982; KATO, 1986; OHTANIet al., 1991).
The calculated phase diagrams in the system MgSi03-FeSi03
best illustrate the changes of phase
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relations at different temperatures (FABRICHNA
YA,
1995).
Almandine (Fe3AI2Si3012)
decomposes into a
mixture of wiistite, corundum, and stishovite at high
pressure (CONRAD, 1998; AKAOGI et al., 1998).
The dissociation occurs at about 21 GPa with a
slightly negative dP/dT slope (AKAOGIet al., 1998).
The phase relations in the system Mg3A12Si3012Fe3Al2Si3012 have not been experimentally determined. However, interpretation from phase relations
of the end-member indicates that the solubility of
FeO in AI-bearing perovskite is limited, in addition to
the change of Al203 solubility in perovskite at pressures between 26 and 37 GPa.
Like the system MgSi03-Mg3AI2Si3012' the system FeSi03-Fe3A12Si3012 forms solid solutions by a
heterovalent substitution FeSi-AIAI. The solubility of
FeSi03 in almandine (Fe3AI2Si3012) increases with
increasing pressure (AKAOGIand AKIMOTO,1977).
The maximum solubility of FeSi03 in almandine is
about 40 mole% at 9 GPa and 1000°C. The effect
of temperature on the phase relations has not been
studied.
Clinopyroxene, garnet, (Ca, Mg)Si03 majorite,
and CaSi03 perovskite are the primary Ca-bearing
phases in the Earth's mantle. In bulk mantle compositions, CaSi03 perovskite first appears at pressures
between 17 and 18 GPa (e.g., CANIL, 1994), depending on the CaO content in the bulk compositions. In
the CaSi03 system, CaSi03 walstromite transforms
to Ca2Si04 + CaSi20s at about 10 GPa, and then to
CaSi03 perovskite at about 12 GPa. GASPARIKet al.

Table 2. Chemical compositions of bulk rocks

Si02
Ti02
AI203
FeO
MnO
MgO
CaO
Na,O
K20
Crp3
NiO

Pyrolite

Pyrolite

R(1966)

S(1982)

45.20
0.71
3.54
8.47
0.14
37.48
3.08
0.57
0.13
0.43
0.20

44.50
0.22
4.31
8.36
37.97
3.50
0.39
0.44

Gamet
Lherzolite
PHN-1611

Spinel
Lherzolite
KLB-l

44.54
0.25
2.80
10.24
0.13
37.94
3.32
0.34
0.14
0.29

44.48
0.16
3.59
8.10
0.12
39.22
3.44
0.30
0.02
0.31
0.25

-

Piclogite

Herzburgite

MORB

DA(1989)

MB(1985)

H(1998)

47.79

43.64
0.01
0.65
7.83

49.64
1.64
14.88
11.43
0.18
8.51
10.55
2.90
0.12

3.44
7.21
32.34
9.22

46.36
0.50
0.01
0.53

Data sources: R(1966), RINGWOOD (1966); S(1982), SUN (1982); PHN-1611, NIXON and
BOYD(1973); KLB-l, TAKAHASHI(1986); DA(1989), DUFFYand ANDERSON(1989); MB(1985),
MICHAELand BONATI1(1985); H(1998), HIROSEet al. (1999).
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(1994) determined the phase relations from 8 to 15
GPa. The phase boundaries between CaSi03 walstromite
and CazSi04 +CaSi20s
and between
Ca2Si04 + CaSi20s and CaSi03 perovskite are defined by P(GPa) = 7.9 + 0.0014T(°C) and P(GPa) =
9.0 + 0.002IT(OC), respectively.
Diopside (CaMgSi206) is an important Ca-bearing
end-member of rock-forming pyroxenes. The breakdown reaction of diopside at high pressures has been
experimentally studied by several investigators (IRIFUNEet al., 1989; GASPARIK,1990; CANIL, 1994). At
pressures of 17-18 GPa. diopside decomposes to an
assemblage of CaSi03 perovskite and (Ca, Mg)Si03
majorite at temperatures greater than 1300°C or to an
assemblage of CaSi03 perovskite and MgSi03 ilmenite at temperatures below 1300°C (CANIL,1994).
On the other hand, IRIFUNEet al. (1989) observed that
diopside decomposes to an assemblage of CaSi03
perovskite, Mg2Si04 spinel and Si02 stishovite at 19
GPa and 1500°C. The discrepancy is related to uncertainty in determination of the Mg2Si04 spinel +
Si02 stishovite to MgSi03 ilmenite transformation
boundary because of kinetic problems and to uncertainty in pressure calibration. GASPARIK(1990) also
studied the breakdown reaction of diopside in the
enstatite-diopside join at high pressures and about
1650°C. The observed diopside breakdown products
are CaSi03 perovskite and (Ca, Mg)Si03 majorite at
pressures above 17.5 GPa, consistent with the results
of CANIL(1994). The coexisting (Ca, Mg)Si03 majorite, whose crystal chemistry was described by HAZENet al. (1994), is rather enstatite-rich in composition (>75 mole % enstatite). However, at pressures
between 15.7 and 17.5 GPa, GASPARIK(1990) reported a phase (designated as CM phase) that is
compositionally diopside-rich (>80 mole % diopside). Further crystallographic study is required to
address the nature of this phase.

Recent sound velocity and acoustic velocity measurements at high pressures indicate that an olivine
amount of 38-50% in the upper mantle is required to
satisfy the observed 410-km seismic discontinuity (LI
et al., 1998; ZHA et al., 1997, 1998). The large
uncertainty in olivine fraction of the mantle is largely
due to the assumption of temperature effect on the
velocity contrast across the discontinuity.
Pyrolite is a conceptual mixture comprised four
parts of dunite and one part of basalt (RINGWOOD,
1962a). Its chemical composition has been revised
through the years (e.g., RINGWOOD,1966, 1979; SUN,
1982). Table 2 lists two typical pyrolite compositions
proposed by RINGWOOD(1966) and SUN (1982) that
have been used as starting materials in high-pressure
experiments. The composition is very similar to that
of a sheared garnet lherzolite (PHN -1611) (NIXON
and BOYD, 1973) and a spinel lherzolite (KLB-l)
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There are two competing petrological models of
the mantle, pyrolite (or peridotite) and piclogite. Pyrolite, proposed by RINGWOOD(1962a), is an olivinerich (~61 % by volume) assemblage, whereas piclogite, proposed by BASS and ANDERSON(1984) and
ANDERSONand BASS (1984), is a clinopyroxene-garnet rich, olivine-bearing rock. In the piclogite model,
the olivine content is less than 50% by volume. By
comparing seismic velocities in mantle minerals with
seismic data, DUFFYand ANDERSON(1989) proposed
a piclogite model consisting of 40% olivine, 37%
clinopyroxene, 13% garnet, and 10% orthopyroxene.

Z 3.2

pyroxene-rnalorlte I majorite
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FIG.13. Numbers of Al+Cr and Si atoms for 12 oxygens
in the formula of majorite vs. pressure. Data sources:
AKAOGland AKIMOTO
(1979) (open circles); HERZBERG
and
ZHANG(1996) (solid squares); CANlL(1991) (open triangles); IRlFUNE(1987) (open squares); TAKAHASHI
and ITO
(1987) (solid circles); IRlPUNEand RINGWOOD
(1987); and
BERTKA
and FEl (1997). Data obtained at ~ 1200°C seem to
follow the solid curve, whereas data at temperatures greater
than 1600°C follow the dashed lines.
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(TAKAHASHI,1986) (Table 2), naturally occurring
peridotites derived from the Earth's upper mantle.
Both PHN-1611 and KLB-1 have been considered
as candidates for undepleted mantle composition
(SHIMIZU,1974; TAKAHASHI,1986) and widely used
as starting materials for high-pressure experiments.
In this section, we review high-pressure phase transformations in a garnet peridotite composition (PHN1611) determined by AKAOGIand AKIMOTO(1979)
and TAKAHASHIand ITO (1987) and in a pyrolite
composition by IRIFUNE(1987) and IRIFUNEand IsSHIKI(1998).
Harzburgite and mid-ocean ridge basalt (MORB)
represent two important components of the oceanic
lithosphere. Phase relations in those compositions at
high pressures and temperatures are crucial for understanding the fate of subducted oceanic lithosphere
and mantle dynamics. In this section we also review
phase transformations in a harzburgite composition
(lRIFUNE and RINGWOOD,1987a) and in a MORB
composition (IRIFUNEand RINGWOOD,1987b, 1993;
HIROSEet al., 1999).
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Peridotite
Phase transformations in a garnet peridotite composition (PHN-1611) were determined up to lower
mantle pressures (26 GPa) along a model geotherm
(1500o-1600°C)
(TAKAHASHIand ITO, 1987). The
same composition was also studied up to 20.5 GPa in
the temperature range 1050o-1200°C (AKAOGIand
AKIMOTO,1979). The major constituent minerals in
PHN-1611 are olivine, orthopyroxene, Ca-rich clinopyroxene, and garnet. Orthopyroxene transforms
to Ca-poor clinopyroxene at about 10 GPa. The solubility of pyroxene component in garnet increases
significantly at pressures larger than 8 GPa, forming
garnet solid solution (or majorite). Above 16 GPa,
pyroxene dissolves into majorite completely. IRIFUNE
(1987) investigated the pyroxene-garnet transformation in a 'pyrolite minus olivine' composition in great
detail at pressures between 4 and 17.5 GPa. Figure 13
shows the changes of the numbers of Si and Al + Cr
atoms in garnet (12 oxygen in the formula) as a
function of pressure. Comparing data obtained from

Peridotite KLB-1
liquid
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different bulk composition over a large temperature
range, a systematic temperature effect is shown at
pressures below 16 GPa where clinopyroxene and
majorite coexists. The data scattering in the majorite
stability field is caused by the different AI203 content
in the systems and different coexisting phases at
various pressures.
Pyrolite consists of about 60% olivine in volume. The a-{3 transition in olivine is considered to
be responsible for the 410-km seismic discontinuity. This transition occurs at pressures between 13
and 16 GPa in a peridotite composition, depending
on temperature.
Recently, IRIFUNE and ISSHIKI
(1998) narrowed the transition pressure to between
13 and 14 GPa at 1380°C in a pyrolite composition. They also demonstrated that the iron content
in olivine changes as a function of pressure, effectively reducing the width of the two-phase loop.
However, such a variation of iron content in olivine was not observed in experiments carried out at
constant temperature (cf., AKAOGI and AKIMOTO,
1979; TAKAHASHIand ITO, 1987), except that the
iron content in the {3-phase above the transition
pressure is slightly higher than that in the a-phase
below the transition boundary. The {3-y transition
in olivine was observed at pressures between 17
and 20 GPa at 1600°C in a garnet lherzolite composition (TAKAHASHIand ITO, 1987). There are very
few experimental data points at pressures above
20 GPa. CaSi03 perovskite, together with Mgperovskite,
magnesiowiistite,
and majorite, was
observed in an experiment at 24 GPa and 1600°C
(TAKAHASHIand ITO, 1987). The formation of CaSi03 perovskite in a natural peridotite KLB-l is at
pressures between 17 and 18 GPa (CANIL, 1994).
All the Al203 in the bulk rock should be ultimately
incorporated
into the orthorhombic
perovskite
structure at high pressure. However, it is not clear
that an AI-rich phase would form in a peridotite
composition at pressures near the spinel to perovskite plus magnesiowiistite
transformation boundary, as reported by TAKAHASHIand ITO (1987).
Melting relations in peridotite KLB-l have been
reported up to 23 GPa (TAKAHASHI,1986; ZHANG
and HERZBERG,1994; HERZBERGand ZHANG, 1996).
Figure 14 summarizes melting and sub-solid phase
relations at high pressures and temperatures. MineraI proportions in pyrolite as a function of pressure are shown in Fig. 15. ITA and STIXRUDE(1992)
computed mineral proportion for a piclogite model
as a function of depth. No high-pressure experiments have been conducted directly on a piclogite
composition.
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FIG. 15. Comparison of modal mineralogy (in volume %)
between pyrolite and MORB as a function of pressure. Data
sources are IRlPUNEand RINGWOOD(1987, 1993), IRlFUNE
and ISSHlKl (1998), and HIROSE et al. (1999). 01, olivine;
opx, orthopyroxene; cpx, clinopyroxene; maj, majorite; wa,
wadsleyite; sp, spinel; mw, magnesiowustite; Mg-pv, ferromagnesian silicate perovskite; Ca-pv, CaSi03 perovskite; st,
stishovite; and AI-phase, AI-rich phase with calcium ferrite
structure.

Basalt and Harzburgite
The chemical composition of MORB is distinctly
different from that of peridotites (Table 2). Because
MORB has high Si, AI, Fe, and Na contents, its
mineralogy at mantle pressures is very different from
that of mantle peridotite (e.g., IRIFUNEand RINGWOOD,
1987b, 1993; YASUDAet al., 1994; HIROSE et al.,
1999). Garnet and clinopyroxene are tlJe major constituent minerals in MORB at pressures below 10
GPa. With increasing pressure, clinopyroxene gradually dissolves into garnet, resulting in the formation
of stishovite at pressures above 10 GPa. CaSi03
perovskite starts to form at a pressure of 20 GPa,
resulting from a decrease of the maximum solubility
of CaO in majorite at high pressure. IRIFUNEand
RINGWOOD(1993) reported an AI-rich phase with
relatively high Na20 content in MORB composition
at pressures above 25 GPa. This phase was further
confirmed in the study of HIROSEet al. (1999). It
appears to have a calcium ferrite type structure, like
the high-pressure polymorphs of MgAI204 and
NaAISi04 (IRIFUNEet al., 1991; Lnr, 1977). In addition, HIROSEet al. (1999) reported a new aluminocalcic phase (AI-Ca-phase) in MORB composition at
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FIG. 16. Melting and sub-solid phase relations in MORB composition at high pressures and temperatures. Data sources are YASUDAet al. (1994), IRlFUNEand RINGWOOD(1993), and HIROSEet al. (1999).

26 GPa and near solidus temperature (2200°C). Further study is needed to determine the structure and
stability field of this phase.
The majorite in MORB contains about 20 wt%
Alz03 at 22 GPa, compared to about 8 wt% AI203 in
a peridotite composition. The higher AI203 content
of majorite in MORB results in a higher majoriteperovskite transition pressure in MORB relative to
that in peridotite. HIROSEet al. (1999) reported that
the majorite-perovskite
transformation starts at 26
GPa with small positive pressure-temperature
slope
(+0.0008 GPafOC) and completes within a 1 GPa
interval. Figure 16 summarizes sub-solid phase and
melting relations in MORB composition at high pressures and temperatures.
Harzburgite consists of about 82 wt% normative
olivine and 18 wt% pyroxene-garnet component. It is
compositionally distinct from that of the overlying
basalt and that of the underlying residual lherzolite
layer. Phase transformations in a harzburgite composition have been studied up to 26 GPa (IRIFUNEand
RINGWOOD,1987a). IRIFUNEand RINGWOOD(1987a)
focused on the phase transformations in the pyroxene-garnet component. Because the Alz03 content in
the system is relatively low (Table 2), the observed

phase transformations are similar to those in the
MgSi03-rich region in the MgSi03-Mg3A12Si301z
system. Assemblages
of majorite
+ Mg2Si04
spinel + stishovite and of majorite + ilmenite were
observed at pressures between 19 and 22 GPa, and
between 22 and 24 GPa, respectively. Like in the
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simple system, the stability fields of Mg2Si04
spinel + stishovite and ilmenite are dependent on
temperature.
Phase transformations in pyrolite and MORB control mantle density variations as a function of depth
and play an important role in mantle dynamics.
Former basaltic crust in a subducted slab has a higher
density than the surrounding pyrolitic mantle above
the 660-km discontinuity marked by perovskite formation in pyrolite (Fig. 17). It is less dense than the
surrounding mantle just below the 660-km discontinuity. Once it transforms to perovskitite lithology at
about 720-km depth, its density significantly increases and it becomes denser than the surrounding
pyrolitic mantle (HIROSE et al., 1999). The transformation to perovskitite lithology in basalt at 720 km
depth could drive slab penetration into the deep
mantle.
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